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lst Capt. James A. Mckinney is appointed Acting Commanding Officer of
the 369th Bombardment Squadron,

The 306th flew 36 a/c including 3 PFF a/c as 40th "ar Group., The
PFF a/c were flown &s lead and deputy of the lead squadron and lead of
high. The target wes the transportation works of Henschel and Sohn, one
of the largest engineering units on the continent, Socmbing was by FFF,
Pletures show 8/10ths cloud and do not show strikes, later reports state
that the very large boiler shop was geverely damaged in ome corner, and
its roof over half destroyesd, Both the lorge finishing machine and as-
seably shops sustained heavy roof damnge, and fires were burning several
hours after the attack, Flak was meager and inaccurate, There was no
enemy opposition and P=5ls, P-47s gave excellent support.

2, a/c including 2 FFF plue 2 spares were flown as lead and low
squadrons of 4Oth "A" Group = Lt. Col, John S. Chalfant led. Photos of
boabing show no hits through 9/10ths cloud cover, but bomb plote indicate
strikes on or very near vigual N.P.I. There was no enemy opposition and
friendly escort was close all the time, At the target A.A. fire wae low
and inaccurats, practically sll pounding into the chaff trail of groups
shead.

Capt. Sam S. Weleely, Jr. appointed Station Historian and Station
Security Officer.

A carbine competition match was organizad by Major Hostetter to se-
lect a 5 man team to represent this group in Division finals.

4th Unfavorable weather cansed todays migsion to be scrubbed and craws
attended ground school.

5th KCLN and m%% -
2, ofe uding 2 FFF plua 2 apares were flown, 12 as high squadren
of 4Oth "a" and 12 as high squadron of 4LOth "B" Group. The target was

the Ford Motor Co., A.G. The route was as briefed for "A" squadron, but
the "B" group followed the lead about 12 miles north of course, being
over Kolm at 1142, "A" dropped bombs on Koln through solid undercast.
Later reports state that at the Nippes Marnhalling yard there were strikes
on the locamotive depot and repair shops. At the Gereocn yards the car
repair shop was almost completely destroyed with areas of damage at the
car sheds and sidings. lLeaflets were dropped over the city, The "B"
squadron was unable to follow lead after I.P, dus to dense contreils,
nndu-ponrymrﬂ-umotuchyqummsbubtn(mmv
sible. After passing over target FIF set returned o full function and
bombs wers dropped on Koblens. Flak was moderate and inaccurste, firing
into ehaff trail, No snemy fighters were seen and P-5le and 4k7s gave
good support.

Colonsl James Sutton, commanding officer, extended an invitation to
Basil O'Conmor, nationel chairman of American Red Cross to visit thie
station and on Tussday, October 5, 194k, Kr. O'Connor arrived. This 1o
the first station visited by the newly sppointed Red Cross chairman who
has just come from the United States for the purpose of inspecting Amer-
1can Red Croes instaliations in the Eaetern Theatre of Operetions,

With ¥r. O'Connor were Mr. Richard Allen, National Vige Chairman in
charge of Service to the Armed Forees and Harvey fibeon, Director of
American Red Croes in Great Britain and France.
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5th All American Red Cross personnel who performed services to this

(cont'd) station were present to greet their officials and to be Colonel Sutton's
guests at the luncheon following., These include, Harry Studer, field
director, Peg Haspa, Aeroclub director, Betty Bowley and Mary Kate
Wheeler, staff assistants at the Aeroclub, Clubmobile girls present
were Polly Serber, clubmobile supervisor, Frances Cooksom, captain, and
Betty Stroud and Elizabeth Turner, assistante.

After lunch Mr. O'Connor and party inspected the B-17 piloted by
Capt. Hanson, and crew and watched tke group formation returning from an
operatiomal mission.

Doughnuts and coffee were next on the program from the clubmobile
which was parked outside of hangar #2 to take care of a horde of linemen.

A tour of the Aeroclvd wound up the visit., The officials made &
complete inspection of the first Aeroclub in existence even down to the
kitchen, Mr. Gibson told Mr. O'Cennor about opening this AAF #111 club
twenty months ago, Mr, O'Connor and mrty left at 3 o'clock to view a
nearby service club,

6th
ﬁ a/c w?mu 3 PFF were flown as 4LOth "B" and 12 a/¢ including

2 PFF flew as lead squadron of 4Oth "D" Groups. Major Odle was 4Oth "B"
Alr Commander and Maja Kesling led 4LOth "D", On approach to I.P., 4Oth
"3" leader received call from Buckeye Red saying that primsry was obscured
by 7 to 9/10ths coverage. Therefore he turned and attacked Stralsund,

PFF last resort, visually. Target was an electric power station. Photus
show good results. leaflets were dropped, The primary target at Stettin
for 4LOth "D" was covered so leader chose to attack Stargard. Strike
photos show solid hits on northeast dispersas area of A/D. Thers waa no
flak at either target. No enemy fighters were encountered.

gsl/e plus 3 PFF flow as 4Oth "B" Group. This was the third suc-
cossive day of large scale operstions #nd a record day in the history of
air warfare against the Reich. The target was the large aynthetic oil
plant now restaored to partial operation. The route wes substantially as
briefed, The lead and low bomhed primery using visual reference points
when haze and low clouds obscured aim point. The high, unable to see
eilher primary, secondary or last resort due to intense hase and clouds,
! bombed T/0 at Roszla. There were no enemy fighter attacks but 3 s/e
Jot~propelled planes were seen in the laipzig area. Flak was msager to
moderete, tracking - starting low and gradually carrying up to altitude,
Several a/c landed at base with only 30 gallons of gasoline in each tank,
while others were forced to land at other fields in England. Major
Flannagan, C.0, of the 367th, led.

8ix a/c of 306th were assigned to Air-Cea Rescue mission with 3
planes to search area "C" and 3} area "D", No observations were made in
search areas, but radio cperator of a/c 438-U, pilot Risk, picked up
message giving a bearing and the formstion flew to 5320N-0305E, gee fix,
where at 1050 hours and airborne lefeboat with a white sail containing
7 %0 9 men wes seen. SO0S was seut out giving lifeboat position. The
formation then circled the boat until 1222 hours when two rescuve launches
arrived and took the men aboard.

The monthly Group dance was held at "B" Mess,

8th Crews were briefed to bomb the synthetic oil plant at "rux, but the
mission was scrubbed veafore take-off due to adveree weather conditions.

N .
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3 ¢ including 3 PFF were flown as 4Oth "4A" Group to bomb the ball
bearing works at Eberhausen. En route the weather ship informed that
primary was covered by 10/10ths cloud. Bambing was by instruments on
assigned PFF target. Plotted scope pictures indicate very good bombing
on a small difficult target. Lt. Col. Salada was Air Commander. No
i enemy air opposition was met. Flak was encountered at the target where
it was meager and low, presumably due to chaff, Support by P-51s and
P-47s was excellent.

10th Crews were briefed to bumb the FW plant at Bremen, Mission was
scrubbed., At 1400 hours the a/c took off on a practice gunnery mission.

Capt, Lester G, Williams appointed acting Station Ordnance Officer
vice Major Thurman E. Dawson, relieved. 1lst Lt, Hubert R. Jones appointed
Station Courts and Boards Cfficer.

11th Crews attended a full day of ground school when a practice mission
was scrubbed because of unfavorahle weather.

12th Unfavorable weather comiitions prevented an oparational mission but
group flew a practice mission.

13th Captain McKim, Flight Swrgeon was transferred to the 457th Bomb.
Group to take up duties as Group Surgeon. Today's target was the imper-
tant marshalling vards at Kolm, through which passes a grest portion of
the supplies to the weatern front. Briefing was postponed from 0400
hours to 0800, At 1000 hours the miseion was scrubbsd - weather. An
attempt was made \for a practice mission. This also was scrubbed.

l4th | KOLN

36 a/c including 3 PFF plus 3 spares flew ae ,Oth "C" Group. Target
was one of the important marshalling yards, particularly the goodz loco-
motive depot. The weather was 6/10ths undercast at the Belgian coast
and increased to 10/10ths over target. Bonbing was by instruments.
Leaflets were dropped. No onemy aircraft were seen and friendly fighters
gave excellent support. Flak was accurate and intense. Battle damage
was two severe, ihree slight,

The 423rd Squadron gave a danece at "B" Mess for officers,

15th | KOLN

22 a/c plus 2 PFF plur 2 spares flew as lead and low squadrons of
the LOth "E" Group. The target was 5/10ths overcast and further obscured
by smoke screen and smoke from previouc bembing, A FFF run was started
but lead a/c was hit by flak and ‘emporarily knocked out of control and
deputy took over with about 30 secofids to go, dropping on smoke of pra-
vious bombing. The low, locating itself by the river dropped on an
dnhit built up area, No fightersseen. Flak was accurate and inteise
over target, resulting in three a/c failing to return. Lt. Doman, one
of the missing landed at Brussels and returned a few days later. Lt.
Ritter had the nose of his plane shot off over the target and was last
seen going down. Lt, Moroz was last seen und-r control with #2 and #4
engines out, Sgt. Hardin received a serious leg wound.

1st Lt. A. G, Damico, Jr. was appointed Group FFF Navigator.

16th Crews attended grourd school in the morPning and flew & practice
mission in the afternoon.
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17th | KOLN

33a/c plus 3 PFF flew as 4Oth "A" Crcup. Route was substantially
as briefed. The Group made its third trip to KOLN within four days and
again had the marshalling yards for both visual and PFF aiming points.
. The target was entirely covered, and the large M/Y in the east central
sectinn of the city was bombed PFF. Scope photos indicate bomb etrikes
starting in the built up area to the west and south of the M/Y with a’~
good possibility of the bombs walking across the yards. Lt, Col. Selada
was Air Comsander. A... fire was a moderate barrage and tracking for 7
|minutes. Battle damage was 2 slight, 5 severe, All a/c returued, No
ensmy fighter oppositinn was seen.

Major Thomas I, 1iitt is appointed Group Operations, vice Lt. Col.
Robert C, Williams.

Capt. Donald R, Ross ic appointed Group Porbardier, vice Major
Walter H. Coons.

Major E. Y. Kesling is eppointe Commanding Officer of the 357th
Squadron, vice Major Charles E, Flannagan.

18th Today's target was the Henschal Yorks at Kassel, one of the largest
engineering units on the continemt. Take-off time was 0706 hours, and
the mission was scrubbed at 0705 hours. Crews were briefed for a practice
mission but this too was scrubbed hefore take-off.

19th

2, &/¢ including 2 PFF were flown as lead and low squadrons of 4Oth
ni" Group to sttack the Ordnance De ot at Mennheim, Colonel Sutton,
Group C,0,, led the Fivst Bomb, Division, flying with Capt. Thompson.
Weathsr conditions were very poor &t take=off and all along the route.

At the torget clouds were up to 29,000 feet and contreils jave corsider-
able trouble. PRoth visual and FIF targets were cloud covered = bombinrg
was PFF through dense contrails. Strike photos show enovze ground detail
at bombs away to indicate hits very close to the U.F.I., No enamy fighters
were seen. Fighter Support was only fair with 15«20 minute gap just w’ter
target. Ai.A. fire was moderate to intence accurate trncking and barrege,
which damaged 23 out of 24 a/c. Capt. Murphy, deputy leacer, was hit by
flak just before target, lost 2 engines and aileron® were severely dam-
aged. He left formation at target, came home alone, &nd landed safely
with 2 engines and a flat tire.

Other crews flew an interesting practice missior to Farnborough,
England, to test the effect of discharging chaff on a captured German
radar set. Also to try oui "Razzle Dazzle" maneuver on discharge of
¢haff, Four runs were made owr target as follows: 1. No discharge of
chaff in order to ses what would he icked up on the Radar screen; 2.
Dircharge of chaft by radic operatops; 3. Discharge of chaff from bomb
bays "R zzle Dazzle" style; 4. First group discharge chaff to first range
of gun, then turr from target and make a homb run. Information has been
received that the resulis were very (nteresting and informitional.

20th Crews were weathar-bound and gpent. the Aay sttending ground school.

2st. Unfavorable weather conditions continued and crews attended ground
schoc) and a training film "Resisting Enemy Interrogation". A practice
mission was scrubbed.

The Station Alert Detachment, A.A. Detachment, Mohile Striking Force,
all Ordnance and 876th Chemical Co. personnel ordered to revort to Post
™eater at 0830 hours Sunday, 22 Ostober to 2ttend & schonl on Mirsa and
Booby Traps.

Ma jor %, Odle, 368th 5q. Operstions offecer departed for Z. of 1.
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d by Lt. Col. John S. Chalfant, 33 a/c plus 3 PFF flew as the LOth
ugn Group to attaek the founiry of Hannoversche Mechinenbau, A.G., 10/10
clouds covered the tarset and bembing was PFF. Crews report dense black
smoke from previous bombing boiling up through undercast. Strike photos
confirm this although no ground detail is visible, Nc enemy fighters
iwere seen, Some crewe report friendly support as excellent and others
| as uneven with gaps before and just after target. Over the target flak
was moderate barrage and is reported as bursting in the chaff trail be-
low formation. Leaflets were dropped over the city. Coming hame, cover
| the North Sea, at 12,000 feet, a/c 976, pilot Mathis, flying in #i pos-

{ ition of high squadron collided with a/c 099=S, pilot Alyea, in #1 pos-
!44ion, Doth planes went down. The westhar at the time was cloar, visi-
bility exeellert, and formation good, The lezd a/c recuced speed while

in a gredual climb and &/c 976 overran, s1i4 chead and under a/c 099-S,

For about ten seconds the a/c remained closs together, them collided,

i a/c 976 broks uz and exploded. A/c 099 went down in spin. air/See
|!‘.~ecue picked up one mun alive, (S/Sst. M, S. Key, Jr., tuil gunner on
'Lt. Ayea's crew), 2 deea, all others missing. Sgt. Mey on his return
-to this base siid he felt the crash, reiched for his nrarachute. The

| next thing he knew he was sailing earthward with kis parschute in his
'arms and cnly one strap hooked on, lle then quickly hooked the cther side,
{ pulled the rip cord, and just before hitting the water he unhooked lez
strape and slid out of harmess and blew up his "Mae West", which he stated
 barely kept him afioat for 1 hour 15 minutes til the rescue craft came a-

| Lleng.

t During the time our 3/c were landing et base, two formationr of 305th

‘G.":mp crogsed over our field on a collision course, Vieibility was very

?pocr and ceiling low., They did not see each other until very clcee,

; One formation attempted to go down and the other ug. However one a/c did

{ not follow his leader down and pulled up tc collide with one of the high

| formation. Both planes exploded and broke up, the pilecos falling on the

' 36Tth disperaal arez and air field proper. All personnel in both a/e

were kilDed, The followirg merning the newspapers stated "Yestarday over

1000 heavy bombers sttacked military and industrial targets in the Reich,

All bombers returned,” Many wil) never know of this great loss; i few

will know with great sorrow.

Brd There was no operationsl miesion today due to adverse weather,
j Crews attended ground school.

Cept. Richard Mickelhoff appointed Group Gunnery Officer.

Ma jor Thomas ¥, i"inge appointed .cting Commanding Officer of 368th
Bomb, Squadron, vice Lt, Col., M. V. Salada, who was appointed Acting Air
| Executive during abaence of Lt., Col, lim. S. Reper.

24th Crews were called Yor breakfast at 0530 hours, briefing at 0630,
scrubbed at 0600 hours, During the afternoon a front talk was given by
'3-2 covering all world battle fronts.

2th E
9? a/c plus 3 FFF flew as 40th "C" Group to attack the oil refinery
at Harburg, & few miles south of Hamburg. The entire route wus flown
over 10/10thc clouds, Bombirg was PFF and scope photos indicate strikes
in target area. Creve report dense black smoke from previous bombing
coming through clouds. Fighter support was as briefed, Nc enemy fight-
ers were seen, lLeaflets were dropped. There was moderste to intense
barrege A.A. fire at the target, bursting low into chaff trail which was
being blown to west by cross wind, Capt. McKinney, 369th C.0., led.

SECRET
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26th |

2l, a/c including 2 PFF flew as high squadrors in 4Oth "4" and "B"
Croups. Aalso 12 a/c including 1 PFF flew &3 a chaff screening force on
8 "Razzle Dazzle"™ mission. The targct was the Ordnance Storags Depot.
The route and target were covered with 10/10ths cloud and bombing was PFF.
Leaders stated that PFF equipment worked satisfactorily and bombs were
released to hit the eastern part of ecity, trailing across the depot. FRU
evidence verified this, showing about 50 percent of depot destroyed.
There was nc enemy air opposition. P=51s gave continuous support. Leaflets
were dropped. Of the 12 &/e in the screening force each carried 50 boxes
of chaff and proceeded to Munster, circling the city, dropping all chaff
and returning to base. No flak or enemy a/c were encountered.

27th At 0300 hours the Group was alerted after a previous standdown; an
order came in at 0200 hours and was scrubbed at 0230. During the morning
crews attended ground school and flew a practice mission in the afternoon.

i Unfavorable weather conditions prevented flying and crews attended
I ground school,
H Capt. Seymour D, Ramby appointed Station Legal Assistance Officer,

29th Pad weather continued and crews wera shown a training film at the
theater.

1st 1t. G, A. Spencer appeinted Group PFF Navigator, vice 1lst Lt,
{ Ae Go Damico, relieved.
| Major James M. Venable, Jr. appointed Station Reciprocal Aid and
| Lend=Lease Reporting Officer.
| Officers dance planned for November 1llth at "3B" Mees,
]

s ST
i a/c including 3 PFF plus 3 spares flew as LOth "B" Group to bamb
! primary target of synthetic oil .lant at Gelsenxirchen-Nordatern, but en

| route they were informed that 10/10ths cloud covered the target, so
| formation proceeded to FFF target, rail transportstion eenter at Munster.
| Haze, ice, dense persistent contreils, and cirrus clouds interfered wath
| formation flying and crews were on instruments most of the tire. lead
squadron botbed what mickey operator believed wes south of Munster. High
made separate run to left of lead and dropped in north pert of esity.
Pecause of extremely bad visibility low becuw separated from formation
and sicne it had no PFF equipmant, returned all bombs to bese. No enemy
fighters were seen. P=5ls and P=47s gave all support poesible under
existing weather conditions., No damsge received from flak.

Capt. Phil G, Kraft appointed Station Claims Officer, vice Major
Ds M. Eckstein, relieved,

3lst Today crews were briefed at 3430 hours for one cof the longest mis-
sions of the month, but it ‘was scrubbed just prior to take-off. The
westher was briefed as cumulus, cirrus, and heavy persistent contreils
in the targst area and at altitude. A practice mission was flown in the
afterncon,

!::‘ »"\-—\.—_.—
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31st

%&s month fourteen wissions were flown, bombing rilitury installe
ations vital to the Nazi, while the .llied .\mies st the frontiers
of the Reich probed deeper into Gera:n defenses. Only 2 missions
were visuzl with the remsining 12 PFF. Of the visu:l sightings
resulte were ;ood on one =nd f2ir on the other, /lthough results
were unobserved on the PFF missions, breaks in the clouds in uzny
cases =nd laendmark identifications plus scope pnoto ploutin.
indicate that ood i'esults were ovtoined. All miscions for the
month were stratezic 'nd no operaitions in support of cround troops
were undertaken, Adverse viesther coused nsny rdssions to be scrubbed.
The group dronued.1152 tone of borbs, flew 3932 hours oper:ztion:lly -
1676 hours non=operation:lly, bringin: the srand totol to 13819 tenms
of bombs dropped and 72,918 hours flyin; time. To date 160 A/C have
been lost to all cuuses, ’

MARRIAGE = .

fongratulctions to ! ajor Thos. !'s Hulinge, Ce Os, On tae
occasion of his marriage to Cupte. Katherine 73, Young, ~iC, #t 1430 hours,
2l, October, 1944, in _t. Seviours Church, Lendon (Ccotch)e The
leverend Murchison, uncle of the bride und pastor of Church of
dinburgh (Scotland) officisteds Their honeymoon was spent in London
and Torquay. The lovely bride is oriyinally from Providencetown,
Vass. Heving joined the service in 194., she is now Cowiunding Officer
of the 8t Air Force '/'C Detachuent nt Pinetree. 17=jor Hulings
entered the service on active duty in 1941, and ciwe Lo the 2eTe0e
vidtis oneof the first groups, (9<nd) which operated frow Bovingaons
Hiz first mission was Lille, October 9, 1942. 1Im }ay, d943, he vwas
¢ transferred to Alcoabury, ond in September reassigned to Podington,
vinere he completed his first tour of oper:tions, October, i¥43.
puring the North Africzn invasion }ajor Huling piloted Gemeral Spaatze
In addition to flying B=-17's he flew with the 8th A.F. 'oscuite
' Recon. Unit,.
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Pruanutim wade  UNNUMB.RED P/0 Ervin X. Clark

2nd Lt Irving D. S.ith, Jr.,
2nd Lt Habert 3. Underwood
2nd Lt John G. Weber

2nd Lt Ray 2. Trask

Capt James 4. McKinney

2nd Lt Rob:rt G. Litter
2nd Lt Joseph «. Seibert
2ud Lt Robert a, Stalker
P/0 Richard ¥, S runger
2nd Lt John Ko Pield

2nd Lt Ervin P, Mille:, Jr.,
1st Lt Keith L. Narner

2nd Lt John M. Coyne

2nd Lt Isidore Dorushkin
2nd Lt Leo A«Ge Oldenburg
2nd Lt "illiam S. Denton
2nd Lt Cyril P, Bush

2nd Lt Biain 8. Gailey

Mt Lt Pordie K. luoss

2nd Lt Paul H. Martin

2nd Lt Burns ¥, Ropor

2nd Lt “ich::d Georgi

2nd Lt Bennett ‘s Schwartz
2nd Lt #illiem Risso

2nd Lt William A. Ruffin
2n Lt Charles M. Levy

2nd Lt "illiam # Giglio
2nd Lt arthur P, Glynn

2nd Lt Wallace W, Wood

1st Lt Douglas K. MoKnight
2nd Lt Cha:les P. Kimball
2nd Lt Preanklin M. Lygea
2na Lt Charles 2+ Cushing
2nd Lt Prenk ¥. Shijwen, Jr.,
2nd Lt cldon J. Burrell
2nd Lt ialph E. Bordner
2nd Lt B:raan D. Martin
2nd Lt Scott M. Owem

2nd Lt Dean S5 Tomsend
1st Lt Vameld 3, Currier, Jr.,
2nd Lt Bdwin Schoembachler
2nd Lt Sichard 8. Gurd

20d 1Lt Ralph 3. Terrell
P/0 George H. Blehmik

2ad Lt Chadles ?, iandler
3 Lt Robert L. Mex

23 Lt Cerl P. dmith

1st Lt Jemes B. Maliahon
1st Lt andrew J. Vere
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AL 5S¢ rml G 2nd 1t Dourld R, Spemger Oct. m.
-l Bt Ny ....rnntt Jr. i
" ud Lt dowerd O, Zelesm
Ond Lt William ¥, o?‘lm
Z"m‘ Lt !leﬂiny J. iorere
o i Lu Geor ge .. Kerr, Jr.,
S._t. Sdmod T Liuke
/8t Walter B, I\- Rotf
" S,‘S( Tugrles V, Heyen
/Sb. Charles 7, Coprldy, Jr. .
S, John S, (leffer .
" S.t Lavrence £, VeCornick
Sgi Williem J. Melnnigle
S.t Normeus D. “ell
L S/S¢t Z11 A, Zncho
Sgt Josewh S, “elker
5.t Ctrries C, ¥rone
. Sgt Elurr R, Wilke
St Enil R, Wilke
St 'i'lltr-x L. Hick an

A, .

'N ‘7 1~ 3D,

3 (A5
g 1
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" Sgt Jose L A, Homesley
S‘_t Jose')h A, Matheve
Clyde X, Ukele
s S.;Q Gordnn L, kadiock

Cnl Yenry P, Neszar
" :tt 1,{_-;: L. Jotneon, Jr.,
nd Do ins
Sgt Norman C.”&gmur
. Sgt Yelvin D, Wond
Sgt Rovert C, Zimmerzen
Sgt Victor =, Keuer
Cpl Verren Coin
" §/tgt ¥a'lon C, l-orle,y
t toluer D,
5/8t Thoume C, SXrQPdot
" S/8¢t Chuerles H, Crane
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October 1944-306™ BG Headquarters Squadron Diary

Note: this page is inserted by 306th BGHA in 2020 to help the researcher distinguish
between the 306th BG War Diary and the diary kept by the 306th BG Headquarters
Squadron.
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